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In the 1.5
km stretch
between

the
Mandaveli
and Mylapore
MRTS sta-
tions, four
liquor stores
run by the
Tamil Nadu

State Marketing
Corporation (TASMAC) do
brisk business. As a result,
broken bottles and empty
plastic are strewn across
the road. Autorickshaw
drivers, rag-pickers, and
storekeepers throng these
wine shops and loiter
around in the mid-after-
noon sun to buy and con-

sume liquor. Many shop-
keepers in the locality com-
plain that their employees
show up to work in an ine-
briated condition after visit-
ing these local haunts.
Train commuters, many of
them women, find it danger-
ous to venture outside these
stations after dark.   

Protests against TASMAC
912, located near the
Mandaveli station, began on
September 25. On being
asked to comment on these
protests, the manager of the
wine shop declined to do so,
and claimed that no such
protests had taken place.
Local shopkeepers, however,
disagreed, adding that the
liquor store was wreaking

havoc in the neighbour-
hood. The store is situated
near Sri Venugopal
Vidhyalaya School, and
close to a residential area
and a temple. TASMAC
1002, located nearby, has
been causing trouble along
similar lines for the local
residents. The Lok Satta
Party has come out against
the wine shops. D
Jagadheeswaran, head of
the Tamil Nadu chapter,
says, "These outlets are a
nuisance to the public, espe-
cially for those who stay in
the vicinity. The outlet,
located in the corner, pre-
vents people from accessing
the  street." 

The party, along with
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During the
n i g h t ,

many cars do
not follow
road rules
because they
don't see the
need to stick

to the traffic
lights or speed
limits and as

such they endanger other
drivers on the road. I have seen
this happen quite often in RA
Puram and on TTK road at
night. The authorities try to
solve this problem by installing
more speed breakers, but I feel
that the only real solution is to
have more traffic policemen
around, even during predawn
hours.

> Kevin
D'Souza 
Student

civic 
connect

Area woes

Considering
t h a t

Mylapore is a
cultural centre
in Chennai,
there should
be more
emphasis on
p r o m o t i n g
awareness of
the heritage

and history of our temples. All
temples should have
information booklets that
tourists can access to explain
the history, religious
significance and rituals of
these temples. This will also
drive more tourism to our
magnificent temples and pass
on a part of our cultural
heritage to future generations.

> Saipriya
Venkatesh    
Student

Pe o p l e
blame the

C o r p o ra t i o n
for poor waste
management,
but I feel they
have only
themselves to
blame. The
truth is there
are several

ways for people to segregate
their waste properly and
reduce their waste footprint.
Unlike most countries, since we
have scrap collectors who
collect old bottles,
newspapers, clothes,
electronic items and more, we
actually have it better than the
West. The problem is that
people don't make use of this,
and in the process, dispose
their waste poorly.

> Krishna
Narayan
Student

> Sewage and garbage is strewn all over the place right next to the Mandaveli Railway Station
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> Padmini
Parthasarathy
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Residents of certain localities in Mylapore are mobilis-
ing to close down TASMAC outlets, due to the many
inconveniences that they have been causing. Times

Neighbourhood reports...

local allies, found that the
license for the contested
shop had expired six
months ago. The store was
officially closed, but soon
another one opened near-
by. "The government poli-
cy is such that they are
not really doing anything
to close the outlet down.
They are just finding
another location for the
shop. We believe proper
regulations like reducing
the number of shops, not
selling liquor to people
who are intoxicated, and
reducing the working
hours of the store will
help solve the problem,"
Jagadheeswaran says.

"The shop was open on

Vijayadasami and the
police had to come and
close it. By evening, the
shop was open again,"
says the manager of a
nearby pharmacy. There
was another time when
the police had to be called
in when a man tried to
film people drinking along
the side of the road and
was beaten up. Again, the
shop closed for a few
hours and then reopened
for business soon after. 

Little action has been
taken to engage with the
affected communities as
yet. "It is an initiative that
has been taken by the pub-
lic," says a TASMAC offi-
cial.
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