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IN THEFAST LANEFAST LANE

FFiifftteeeenn--yyeeaarr--oolldd  TTeejjeesshhwwaarr
AAsshhookk  iiss  oonn  aa  rroollll..  HHee  iiss  tthhee

ffiirrsstt  aanndd  tthhee  yyoouunnggeesstt  iinnlliinnee
ssppeeeedd  sskkaatteerr  ttoo  bbee  cchhoosseenn

ttoo  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  IInnddiiaa''ss
wwoorrlldd  cchhaammppiioonnsshhiipp  tteeaamm..

TTiimmeess  NNeeiigghhbboouurrhhoooodd  iinn
ccoonnvveerrssaattiioonn  wwiitthh  tthhiiss

yyoouunngg  cchhaammpp  ..  ..  ..

Tejeshwar
Ashok is as
comfortable

on wheels as he is
on his own two
feet. Once he straps
on his neon inline
skates, he can
kneel, roll, turn,
and even climb a
flight of stairs.

His shyness dissipates as he dons
the skates. He is smiling breezily.
Tejeshwar is on a roll.
The three-time national champi-
on has fallen down 'an uncount-
able number of times', but  has
forced himself to get back up each
time. His tenacity has paid off. A
resident of Anna Nagar, Ashok
was the youngest Indian male to

ever compete in the World Inline
Speed Skating Championships,
held this year in Oostende, Bel-
gium, where he made it to the fi-
nal round in his category. "They
have two age groups, 19+ and 15 to
19. I was the first Indian boy to be
selected in either age group. I was
in the juniors group, one of the
eight boys selected at the training
camp in Maharashtra," says
Tejeshwar.
Tejeshwar's ease on skates proba-
bly has something to do with the
fact that he started skating
around the time he was learning
how to walk. "I started skating 13
years ago at the age of two," says
Tejeshwar who was inspired by
his older brother who had begun
skating before him.  

His dedication is evident. He at-
tends skating practice for six
hours a day, Monday through Sun-
day. On a typical weekday, his first
practice session is at 5 am. He
skates until 7.30am and then at-
tends school until 4 pm. He has
about an hour between school and
evening practice, which starts at
5.30 pm and finishes around 9pm.
Then, he completes his strength
training and heads home by 10 or
11 each night. He finds time in his
busy schedule to earn excellent
grades and occasionally play
DotA, his favorite computer
game.
His eyes light up when he men-
tions Bart Swings, his skating
idol. "He does things so casually,"
Tejeshwar says. "It's so effortless."

> Padmini
Parthasarathy
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