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Fifteen-year-old Tejeshwar
Ashok is on a roll. He is the
first and the youngest inline
speed skater to be chosen
to participate in India's
world championship team.
Times Neighbourhood in
conversation with this
young champ . . .
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ejeshwar
Ashok is as
comfortable
on wheels as he is
on his own two
feet. Once he straps
on his neon inline
> Padmini
skates, he can
Parthasarathy
kneel, roll, turn,
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and even climb a
flight of stairs.
His shyness dissipates as he dons
the skates. He is smiling breezily.
Tejeshwar is on a roll.
The three-time national champion has fallen down 'an uncountable number of times', but has
forced himself to get back up each
time. His tenacity has paid off. A
resident of Anna Nagar, Ashok
was the youngest Indian male to

ever compete in the World Inline
Speed Skating Championships,
held this year in Oostende, Belgium, where he made it to the final round in his category. "They
have two age groups, 19+ and 15 to
19. I was the first Indian boy to be
selected in either age group. I was
in the juniors group, one of the
eight boys selected at the training
camp in Maharashtra," says
Tejeshwar.
Tejeshwar's ease on skates probably has something to do with the
fact that he started skating
around the time he was learning
how to walk. "I started skating 13
years ago at the age of two," says
Tejeshwar who was inspired by
his older brother who had begun
skating before him.

His dedication is evident. He attends skating practice for six
hours a day, Monday through Sunday. On a typical weekday, his first
practice session is at 5 am. He
skates until 7.30am and then attends school until 4 pm. He has
about an hour between school and
evening practice, which starts at
5.30 pm and finishes around 9pm.
Then, he completes his strength
training and heads home by 10 or
11 each night. He finds time in his
busy schedule to earn excellent
grades and occasionally play
DotA, his favorite computer
game.
His eyes light up when he mentions Bart Swings, his skating
idol. "He does things so casually,"
Tejeshwar says. "It's so effortless."

